
Four days after Devi was admitted to the Indira Gandhi Institute of Child Health for treatment of injuries
due to abuse by her employers, a wounds’ report was still not ready, reports Vaishalli Chandra

WOLF AND 
THE LAMB

T
he dumping of pharmaceutical waste at Sri-
ramapura on Sunday night has come as a bless-
ing in disguise to villagers close to the source of
the waste, the Karnataka Chemsyn Limited, at
Jigani Industrial Area. The Karnataka State

Pollution Control Board (KSPCB) had, on Thursday, or-
dered the closure of the factory. On Friday, however, the
factory was open and functional. DNA reporters visited
the area, but were not allowed inside the premises of the
factory. Employees refused to speak to the media, and the
management was not available for comment.

Residents of the Konasandra village, a kilometer away
from the factory, have lived with the pollutants for a long
while, inconvenienced but not fully realising the harm it
was doing. The Manchenahalli lake, close to the factory,

too has been contaminat-
ed. Devaraj, a resident of
Konasandra, said, “The
waste is just dumped
here. We have dug
borewells and found the
water strange, nearly 30
borewells have been
closed in two villages
neighbouring the facto-
ry.” He added that three
years ago, stray cattle
had died after drinking
water in Konasandra.
“People here need help.
The government must
act,” he said.

Muniraju, a building
contractor who has

worked at the factory, said that the groundwater in a one-
kilometre radius has been contaminated. “We dug a
borewell during the construction of a building nearby, and
just could not bear the stench. We had to close it immedi-
ately,” he said. Devaraj, owner of a tea stall near the facto-
ry said, “When workers come to have tea here, they smell
weird. We just cannot bear the smell.”

Ashwath, another resident of Konasandra, said that
waste from the three chemical factories – Karnataka
Chemsyn Limited , Intermed and Kumar Organic – has
completely destroyed the environment: “We have to buy
water from outside to drink. The stench of groundwater is
unbearable. We stopped using the water for more than a
year now.”

NBI Nagar, a resident of the area said, “We have to trav-
el half a kilometer to get water. There is need for the gov-
ernment to intervene and see that the chemical waste is
properly disposed. Steps have to be taken to prevent water
contamination.”

Meanwhile, authorities at the Forensic Laboratory in
Madiwala are disappointed that the preliminary investiga-
tion report prepared by them has been ignored. Civic au-
thorities, they say, await the results of the findings of the
pollution control board.

Experts say that the pollution control board has been
negligent in monitoring pollution. Environmentalist TV
Ramachandra of the Energy and Wetlands Research
Group, Centre for Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute of

Science, said that since waste is being dumped around
lakes, the ground water too has got contaminated. Uncon-
trolled and illegal dumping has caused soil and ground
water pollution, which is hard to reverse. “It is now too
late to decontaminate the soil; it will take several years be-
fore the soil is rejuvenated,” he said.

A large number of coconut groves can be seen in the
area, and it is possible that the coconut water that Banga-
loreans are drinking could contain traces of the pollutants
too. There is no mechanism to check the coconuts avail-
able in the market, Ramachandra said.

Ramachandra added that the principle of pollute-and-
pay should be strictly implemented against industries
found to be releasing contaminants. This proposal had
been placed for governmental approval, but that move was
scuttled after lobbying from vested interests, Ramachan-
dra said.

Renowned environmentalist AN Yellappa Reddy said
that such pollution is a criminal offence. “No organisation
or company can play with the lives of lakhs of people like
this. The KSPCB should detect such cases and charge-
sheet the owners of such firms. While issuing the No-ob-
jection certificate (NoC), the government should ensure
that companies produce a detailed on and off-site plan,
which includes details of the pollutants and the manner in
which they will be treated and disposed. The NoC should
be issued only after details of the quantity of pollutants
generated and the chemicals used to nullify them are
available. Efforts should not rest here, but should be ex-
tended to periodic inspections and strict vigilance. Since
this was lacking, the whole Anekal taluk is polluted, and it
is no surprise that people staying in far off places in Ban-
galore are also getting affected by it after consuming pol-
luted coconuts,” Reddy said.

—With inputs from Bosky Khanna and Sunitha Rao R
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AN YELLAPPA REDDY
ENVIRONMENTALIST

KILLER WASTES: The Karnataka Chemsyn Limited is allegedly releasing toxic wastes into the adjacent Manchenahalli lake. The unit, which was issued
a closure notice by KSPCB on Thursday to shut shop on January 1, continued to function as usual on Friday

SELVAPRAKASH L

H
ere’s a case of irony — the victim
continues to suffer from festering
physical wounds, while the perpe-
trator of the violence walks out
into the open.

On Friday, Sinchita Chakravarthy, one of
the accused in the case of abuse of 14-year-old
domestic help Devi (name changed), walked
out on bail after her child was reported to be
suffering from Influenza A(H1N1). Meanwhile,
Devi was rendered another blow with hospital
authorities providing a medical report only
stating that the teenager was being treated for
child abuse, without going into the extent of
physical injury and its cause.

The HSR Layout police, who are investigat-
ing the case of torture and child abuse of
Devi by her employers Pallav Chakravarthy
and Sinchita, claimed to have filed a requisi-
tion on Thursday for a detailed medical
report. However, the Indira Gandhi Institute
of Child Health hospital (IGICH) only provid-

ed an in-patient report stating that Devi was
being treated for child abuse.

“We had asked for a wounds’ certificate that
the NGO could use in the court hearing. But
we only got an in-patient report,” said Mirza,
sub-inspector at HSR Layout police station.
When contacted, Dr Mahantesh, resident med-
ical officer (RMO) at IGICH denied the hospi-
tal having received any requisition for a
detailed report and said that Devi was still
undergoing treatment. He added, “A wounds’
certificate can be issued in consultation with
several doctors. We can only give a compre-
hensive report once all the specialists have
seen the patient. Devi had several injuries and
swellings all over her body and hence, she will
have to be examined by an orthopedic, ENT
specialist, gynaecologist and eye specialist.”

Expressing disappointment, Nina Nayak,
chairperson, Karnataka State Commission
for Protection of Child Rights, said,
“Definitely, in the interest of the child, a

detailed report could have been sent.” She felt
that such a weak report may not be enough to
provide justice to Devi, as “any judge would
find it difficult to give a judgment on the basis
of this report”. She added that most cases of
child abuse have seen perpetrators get acquit-
ted due to weak medical reports that help the
defence lawyer term physical abuse injuries
as injuries incurred due to a fall.

“I waited from 10am to 2.40pm to collect the
medical report,” said Susan, a member of the
NGO APSA.

Devi was brought to the hospital on
Tuesday morning. She was rescued by APSA,
with help from local police, after her neigh-
bours complained to a child helpline on hear-
ing her screams. The girl was allegedly tor-
tured by her employers. A native of West
Bengal, Devi had been brought to work as a
domestic help at the Chakravarthy household.
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Tormentor bailed out,
but victim still suffers

CHILDHOOD TRAMPLED: The HSR Layout police claim to have submitted a requi-
sition on Thursday itself for a detailed report on the medical condition of Devi.
However, the hospital authorities deny having received any such requisition
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Biker, pedestrian killed in
two separate mishaps

A badminton coach was killed when he fell off his
bike and his head hit the road divider near
Command Hospital in the wee hours of Friday.
Coach Arun M (22) was returning home with his
friend Beeresh after performing puja at a Shiva tem-
ple at 2:30pm when his bike skid after he applied the
brakes suddenly. Meanwhile, a 50-year-old man, K
Muniyappa, was killed when he was run over by a
car while he was crossing the road on foot, near
Kudal Gate in Electronic City on Friday evening.

ROAD ACCIDENT

Accident victim commits suicide
over health complications

A 36-year-old man committed suicide by hanging
himself from the ceiling of his house at TC Palya
near KR Puram on Friday. The victim, identified as
George, had met with an accident two months back
and was suffering from various health complica-
tions. Police said the victim might have taken the
extreme step as he was going through severe
depression in the wake of his health condition. KR
Puram police are investigating.

DEPRESSION

Students play politicians, give
netas a taste of the future

“What’s the use of bicy-
cles when there are no
proper roads to use
them?” argued a student
who was occupying the
Opposition bench in a
mock parliamentary ses-
sion held as part of the

state-level youth parliament competition, organised
here on Friday by the Department of Law and
Parliamentary Affairs, in co-ordination with the
Department of Public Instructions. With a host of
real-life politicians playing the jury, the students
played netas to an enviable perfection, clad as they
were in khadi salwars and kurtas. The debates gen-
erated considerable heat too, with student-netas
banging the tables to press home their points.

MOCK PARLIAMENT

WEATHER & ALMANAC

BRIEF CASE

Temperature
Maximum 28.7oC

Minimum 17.91oC

Humidity 66%

Sunrise 6.42 am

Sunset 6.05 pm

Moonrise 7.53 pm

Moonset 7.58 am

Forecast:
Generally
cloudy sky
with thunder
development.
Maximum-
minimum
temperature
likely to be 
28°C-17°C
respectively.

02-01-2010 Saturday
Shri Vikram Samvat 2066, Sake Era 1931, Sun Dakshinayan,
Dakshin Gole, Hemant Ritu, Pausa Krishna Paksha Dwitiya till
5.45 pm, Nakshatra Pusya till 1.14 am, Yoga Vaidhriti till 5.48
pm, Karan Taitil till 7.31 am, and after that Gar till 5.45 pm and
after that Vanij till 4.04 am and Bhadra starts.

Rahu Kala 9.00 am to 10.30 am   

Yam Ganda 1.30 pm to 3.00 pm

Best Period 7.30 am to 9.00 am & 5.30 pm to 7.30 pm

KPN

IT’S PURE SHOPPERTAINMENT:
Artistes perform Yakshagana as part of the Great
Garuda Shopping Fest, organised by Garuda Mall, 

in Bangalore on Friday

Experts fear that the fields in the vicinity of the pharma company may also have been affected by the 
chemical wastes, contaminating horticultural produce including tender coconuts, reports Senthalir S

HEMLOCK-FILLED
NEIGHBOURHOOD

KarnatakaState Pollution
Control Board secre-

tary, MS Goudar said that closure orders have
been dispatched to the Karnataka Chemsyn
Limited. He added that the company will have
to shut down immediately. The firm has been
told to clear all chemical and other pollutants
from the site and surrounding areas. A detailed
report of the course of action to remedy the
damage already done has been sought. Tests
are being conducted to determine precisely the
chemicals found at the site.

Goudarsaid a meeting has been
called on January 2, 2010. An

estimate of the extent of pollution will be made
before the course of action for remedying the
situation is decided. What action should be
taken in future to prevent such incidents and
punish offenders will also be considered.

KSPCB cracks the whip, asks factory to
clean up the mess it has created

Definitely, in the interest
of the child, a detailed
report could have been
sent. Any judge would
find it difficult to give a
judgment on the basis
of such a weak report.”

NINA NAYAK 
CHAIRPERSON, KARNATAKA STATE COMMISSION
FOR PROTECTION OF CHILD RIGHTS


